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Queft. 1. 


Here’s a Report of an old Gentleman not 
arrived to his Climacterig. 62, yet 18 
become Young azain, by Drinking the 

Bath Waters for the Gout: What's the Caufe of that 

Change ? 

Anjw. Letters have been fent to this purpofe; but no 
publick Paper has informed the particulars of this Re- 
mutation from Old to Young, therefore its an uncon- 
firm'd Report, althé its as poffible in this Man, and 
this Age, as in others. Fuller in his Worthies, p. 308. 
Relates that a Scorch Minifter a hundred and ten was 
renovated ; and Plempius Funda Medic. c.8. pag. 120. 
fets Date to a Letter under this old Young Man’s hand, 
defcribing his Obfervation upon his own Remutation, 
his Name fubfecribed, Patrick Muakel Wian, Minifter of 
Tesbury. Ferdinand Lopes Hiftoriographer to the K. 
of Portugal, io the 8th, Book of his Chronicle Reports, 
That in 1586. the Indian Vice-Roy had a Man prefent- 
ed that was above 370 years old, had been Remutated 
four times, and enjoyed near 700 Wives, fome then 
alive. Tvrgsemado in his firft Journey of his Ditcourfe 
from Vels(ques relates, That an Abbefs near an hun- 
dred, had her Youth and Beauty reftored, black hairs 
expell’d her white, had a new fect of Teeth, her Breafts 
grew plump, and fhe found fuch a rampant Vigour, 
that fhe was atham'd to be {een almo‘t, that it was a mute 
Cafe whether her Vow of perpetual Chaftity was not fu- 
perfeded, and that fhe might marry if the pleafed; how 
long fhe lived aiter this rejuvenetcence, the Author doth 
not relate. The Nature of the Bath waters ts in former 
Mercuries: But ifany fuppole Mfedet uled a Bathing-tub, 
and Charms or Prayers, with Viper breathto reftore #1- 
fon’s old Father, and therefore its in the power of Phyfick 
to doir direétly, we have not yet feen her Recipe. 

Queft. 2. A young Lady of my Acquaintance being fent 
to 4 Monajtery in Flanders by ber Widow Mother, with de- 
fignto have ber brouzhe up in the Romifh Religion, where 
having been near four years, and being about 16 years old, 
fhe made a Vow of Chastity without the Cenfent or Know- 
ledze of Parent, or any other Superiours: Some time after 
this the Mother bearing ber Daughter was defirous to be a 
Nun, fent ber a Lester, wherein fhe charged her on her Ble(- 
fing not to enzage her felf by Vow, or otherwife, till fhe 
had {een her, or rill fhe was 21 years of Aze; and quicrly after 
She fence for her home, where fre bad not been long, before her 
Inclinations returned to the Church of England, wherein fhe 
had been baptized and brought up till about 10 years of Age, 
and into whofe Communion fhe re-enter’d, having loft her Mo- 
ther, whole will over-ral'd ber whilft fhe tived wit! her. 
And now Gentlencn, this being the true State of the Cale, you 
are defired to give your Opinions whether you think tbe Lady 
any ways bound to the performance of this Vow ? 

An(w. The Ladies Mother was in the right of it, thae 
at 21 years of Age fhe could have made better Judg- 
ment of that matter of Nunfhip: Howeyer, no Vow 
ean be perpstual, or bind to Impoffibilities, that’ were 
to confine the motions ot God’s Spirit tot, to fruftrate 
the manifold benefirs the World may receive from a 
Perion: and therefore the implyed condicien or ground 
of che Vow mult be as far as it is poflible, no ways 
Tepugnant to fome other Superiour Good, wiaich may 
not at the firft be foreieen by che Vowilt ; if the Vow 
be impofed ocherwile, its void at rirft, only the Brurum 
fulmcn of the Nunnery, as ifit were as firm a Vow to 
live in that place as to live Chaftly, which is not con- 
fin'dto place. ‘The Lady is no way bound by that Vow, 
but to do all the Good the can in her Generation, which 

© could mot doina Nunnery. 

Queft. 3. 4 Afinijtir of my Acquaintance having many 
years fince taken Ov iers of Priefthood, and often preach’t in 
the Church of Bxrglaind besy in K, James's time, and fince, 


till the AGE for taking the Oaths to K. William and Q. Mary, 
which he refus’d upon pretence of a tender Con{ctence; but 
now preaches in a Conventicle, call'd a Facobire Meeting, and 
there frequently adminiffers the Sacrament, and reads the Com- 
mon-Prayer, but not as by Law eftublifo'd, for he dows ner 
pray for K. William and Q. Mary: Whether this be not a 
Violation of bis Ordination Oath, and how far he is per- 
jur’d by any fuch Oath, or any other Oath be has taken in the 
Univerfity ? | 

Anfw. Whilft men look at one fuppofed danger tod 
intenfely, they for the moft part fall uaawares into ano- 
ther fullas bad, In vitium ducit culpe fuga fi caret arte. 
They pretend to fear Perjury, which ts well, buc they 
fear not Schifm, cenfuring and condemning their Bre- 
thren, contributing as much asin them lyes to the ru- 
ine of their Countrey, and apparently betraying the Re- 
ligion they profeis intothe hands of its implacable Ene. 
mies. Now we would fain know of them, whether 
any Man can by any Oath be bound to do allthis, and 
whether this is not the making the Sacramen:um pieta- 
tis, Vinculum Impietatie ? So thac they are certainly by 
them that brought this Neceflity upon them, freed fo 
far as they are concerned from this Oath fo abuled. 
As for the Univerfity Oath, we know not how it come¢ 
in here ; but we are certain your Friend has broken 
his Canonical Oath to his Bifhop, by fetting up Altar 
againft Altar, and breaking himtelf from the Commu- 
nion of the Church, and of his Bifhop, wichout fuch a 
Cauft as will juftifie him in it, viz. upon a Civil Cafe 
legally determined, by the only proper Judges, and 
approved by all the forreign States and Princes abroad. 
zly. He has broken his beloved Oath of Allegiance too 
in not fubmitting to the Jawful Heir and Succeffor ot 
Fames Il. late King of England, after the Right of the 
faid Fames was legally determined. He may pretend 
he is not fatisfied of both or either of thefe ; but unlefs 
he can produce before Almighty God fuch Reatons as 
may certainly conclude him humbly fincere, thd mi- 
{taken, his Virtue he boafts of is the very Sin he fears, 
or pretends to tears But on the contrary, all thofe 
who have fubmitred to the Oaths upon the Judgment 
of them that were the proper Judges, have broke no 
Oath, and can An{wer, that they in this obeyed cthote 
whom God had fet over them, and fo are fate both 
ways, and in the mean time cannot be charged with any 
of the ill Confequences that cleave infeparably to the 
other Party. Andas for your Friend and you, you are 
far from that Modefty and Meekneis, which naturally at- 
tends a {crupuious and doubting Contgence, afluming to 
your felves 4 right to Judge, Cenfureand Condemn your 
Soveraigns, your Brethren, your Equals, the whole 
World. And for aConclufion, we muft lec you know, 
That State Queftions are above our Capacity, and for 
the future all fuch fhal] ly by unanfwered it they be made. 

Queft. 4. What is the Realon of Colours ? 

An{w, The Principal Reafon is ftom che different re. 
flections of Light, as is evident from the Colours that 
are inthe Prifm, or Rainbow. Nor does the Diverfi- 
ty of Pores a little contribute to che diverfity of Cos 
Jours. Mr. Hook in his Microfcopick Experirtients obe 
ferv’d, that a Cole was extreamly porous above any 
thing he cou’d meet with, which made him very wel] 
eonchide, that the Light which reflects from more con- 
tinuous Bodies was loft in thole pores, and theretore 
it wasthat a Cole appearsblack. Every thing mutt be 
of fome Colour or other, if it comes under the Na- 
ture of fich Bodies, which being all of one Clatiis, as 
Water, Glafs, wc. the Colour is wholly owing to the 
different Reflections of Light, if .ic be of thofe things 
which are ftil! of the fame Colour, or very near it in 
any Light, then ‘tis owing to the Pores. As for In- 

ftance, 


fiance, af Apple whofe fide is towards the Sun is com- 
monly redder than the other fid@y and it it be gathered, 
bold any other fide to the Sun if will not be sed, nor 
will that be dark tho’ oppofitesto the Sun, or lookt 
upon by a Candle or other-Jight: The Reafon of it we 
prefume vo be this, that the Pores of that fide of the 
Apple that is red, being lookt upon with a Microfcore, 
are very different from the other fices, and may pro- 
babiy be made fo from the different Fermentations in 
the Body of the Apple, for the Moiiiuse that the Apple 
drew, as it was dilpers'd and circulated thro’ the wheie, 
was more vehement on that part cowards the Sun, being 
influenc’d by it, and by coniequence the Skin or Film 
that cover'’d that fice fettled according|y. And what 
the ancient Vhilofophers have deliverd for the Caules 
of Colour, as more or leis of Sulphur, Mercury, @c. 
in the Subjeét, appears very realonable, fince they ac- 
cording to their own Natures, muft receflarily caule 
different fermentations, and by confequence different 
Surfaces upon things. which therefore trom the fame 
light muft appear ditlerent, or of divers Colours. 

Queft. 5. In the 7th. 1 Kings, ‘tis faid that the Molten 
Sea containd 2000 Bashs, and in Chron. qth. ‘tis {aid it 
contain'd 3000 Baths ; pray bow are thefe two Texss 1e- 
concilable ? and what Figure do you think that Sea was, whe- 
ther Cilindric, or Eliptic, or both ? 

Anlw. Dr. Bernard, Oxon. has given us fo fair a de- 
{cription, that we think we need not to add any to it, 
viz. The Neck of ic was Cilindrick, and the Bedy Elip- 
tic; tho’ it might be alver’d for more or Jeis of an Elip- 
fis, that is, the Curve might narrow fafter than the 
Doétor has made it, aud yet have the fame Content, 

rovided i¢ was deeper ; but fince Mr. Boyle iays that 
be faw che Figure of one in one of the Jews Synagogues 
at Amflerdam, very like that which Dr. £ernard had 
contriv'd, we think it needlefs to make any other 
draughts of the Co:ncent. That leeming contradiction 
of tte Texts is eatiy folv'd, for ‘twas their ordnary 
Cuftom to fill it up cto the Neck, and no higher, which 
held 2000 Baths, but ifthe Neck and al] was fil’d up, 
it woud receive 3oco: The Querilft if he cacnet pro- 
cure the Doétor’s Draught, may fee an exact Copy of 
it in the Mniverfal Biblinheque, Yom. 14. p. 412. where 
allo if he underltands French, he may be fatisfyed in 
every particular relatirg to that Curious Piece of Work- 
mauthip. 


Queft. 6. What was the Sacrifice of the Fewifh Children 
to Moloch? and whether is not the place as doubtful as that 
of facrificing Jeptha’s Daughter, which moft believe was on- 
ly dedicating ber to God, or giving ber up to a reclufe Life, 
as the Nuns beyond Seas ? 

Anjw. “Tis the Opinion of feveral great Men, that 
they were not burnt to death. Ludovicus Capellus a- 
mongft the reft pretends to give an Account of that Ce- 
remony from the Rabbi’s themfelves, viz. ““ They made 
“a great Fire, and took one of their Children, which 
“* they gave to the Priefis of Afcdech, then the Priefts 
“* gave the Child again to its Father, that by his Com- 
“ mand it fhou’d pats thro’ the Fire : Hesirft order’d it 
“to go along by one fide of the fire, aud then by the 
“other, and afterwards thro’ the midd'e of the flame ; 
““ bue they did not burn their Children in Honour of 
‘* Moloch, as they did to the Horour of orker falle gods, 
“ but only made them to pafs thro’ the fire, @c.  Ca- 
pellus brings the foliowing part of this Rabbi’s Com- 
ment on this place, to fhow the wretched Gloffes they 
made upon the Law ; but however it terves to clear the 
place, t!.at they did not actually burn their Children cto 
death, for that was too plain againft the ixth Com- 
mandment, 


Queft. 7. You have in {ome of your Mercuries vidicul’d the 
Tranimutasion of Mettals, which may certainly be effected 
both by Naturui and Artificial Means; by the laft, as  dai- 
ly feen by the Praétice of Chymifts ; the firlt, by Rivers, 
Springs, Sc. There is a vaft Mine in Hungary of pure Cop- 
per, in which there ave feveral Springs runnirg, if there ke 
put into ‘em any old or bad Iron, m34 days it turns ime 
excellent Copper ; the truth of this w attefted by Dr. Brown, 


in his Bock of Travels, who himfelf was an Eye-witne/s, ahd 
whodas now fome of this + stig Mettal by him, which 
be breught along with him: Query, What Uje cou'd a Vir- 
tuclo make of this Water ? aa ; 

Anjw. We have in fome of our former Papers given 
our Opinion of the impofhibility of changing bafer Met- 
tals into Gold, but never deny’d what 1s fo common- 
ly known, as changing, or rather extracting Minerals or 
Mettals, which appear to be of a contrary Nature to 
what they were at firft, tho’ perhags all is no more than 
bringing to perfection thofe Seeds or Principles which 
were there before. Asto the Ufe that might be made 
of the Waters mentioned in the Queftion, we fuppofe 
that any one that wou’d Travel, and may be permitted 
to doit, might extract fich a Sale out of thole Waters, 
which if brought into England and diffolw'd in our Wa- 
ters, might have the fame Effect here ; and poflibly 
fuch Experiments might be made with thefe Waters, 
as to get a true Notion of their Nature, and if fo, the 
Work might be performed any where. 


Queft. 8. What's your Fudgmert about the Prophefies of 
the Sybils ? 

Anfw. The Credit of the Sybils was greater in for- 
mer Ages than now, when JFuflin Maryr, Lettanitus, 
Couftantine the Great, Fercme, Ifidore, Apollodorus Pau- 
fanias, &c. wrete of em, they were believ'd authen.- 
tic; but our later Critics, who fland upon their fhoul- 
cers, believe al] to ke Cheat and Impofture, their 
Number, Place, dc. are fo cifferently related, that 
there’s nothing certainto be ccncludced. and ro deubt 
but a great part of thefe Contradictions aie ow:ng to 
a want of juft Reficétions, and comparing one thing 
with another. Mr. Perit and Servatius Gallaus, have 
within thele three or fcur Years faid fo much cn this 
Subjeét, that fcaice any thing elfe can be added; the 
latter will have all to be Frenzy, Madnets, ec. and 
the firft will have but cne Sybil, faying that al] Authors 
fiom the fecond Century (at which ume the Chrifti- 
ans began to {peak of them firft) have confounded the 
Sybil with other Prophetefles: Whereas Plato, Plutarch, 
Pliry, and others, had diftinguitht before, {peakirg a!- 
ways in the fingular Number ; thofe that wou'd Le moie 
confounded upon this Subjeét, may coniule what has 
been written, with as little fatisfa€tion as others. 
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